A simple rapid technique for vena cava clip replacement.
A method to facilitate clipping of the inferior vena cava is presented. The inferior surface of the clip is protected by a red rubber catheter while being passed behind the vena cava. This avoids any trauma to the posterior wall that may be caused by the serrations or sharp edges of the clip and facilitates passage. Once in place, this catheter is then advanced off the clip and a previously placed silk tie is secured. The operation is then finished expeditiously. Although inferior vena caval clipping has become a less frequently used method of vena cava interruption, definite indications remain for its use and it must be kept in the armanentarium of the surgeon. This method should facilitate the execution of this procedure.